Honorable Tom MacArthur
Member of Congress
506 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

April 25, 2015

Dear Congressman MacArthur,

We write to officially offer our full support and endorsement of your legislation, HR 1604 the “Veterans’
Mental Health Care Access Act.” We believe that this bipartisan legislation will go a long way towards
helping veterans quickly receive the type of mental health care they desperately need.

The addition of the Veterans’ Choice program last year was an important first step in the right
direction. However, the Choice program comes up short in responding to the mental health needs of
our veterans. Today, we understand the mental health conditions facing our veterans, like post-
traumatic stress disorder, better than we ever have. However, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
doesn’t always have the means to treat those conditions in the best way possible. The VA has a serious
shortage of mental health professionals to help deal with the problem. We are also concerned that
many veterans succumb to a stigma about receiving mental health care at a VA hospital or clinic that
may prevent them from reaching out to a VA facility to get the care they need.

We believe that expanding the Choice program so that all veterans can immediately receive full
reimbursement of mental health care at private facilities will help to improve the mental health care and
well-being of our veterans. We applaud Congressman MacArthur for introducing the legislation and
offer our full support for it.
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